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Masculinities in Politics and War: Western Europe, ca 1750–1950

Advanced level, Spring 2020
Course code: HI8076
Credits: 7,5 ECTS
Previous academic studies required:
Bachelor degree in the humanities or social sciences, including a thesis equivalent to 15
ECTS. English language skills at level 6.
Course contents:
This course examines how shifting notions of masculinity interacted with major political and
military developments in Western Europe, from the mid-eighteenth to the mid-twentieth
century. Central topics include the evolution of male citizenship, universal military
conscription, gendered constructions of nationalism and men’s experiences of modern
warfare, as well as the impact of new forms of political masculinities on processes of
democratization and the emergence of modern welfare states. The course provides an
overview of the emergence of this field of historical research during the past 20 years. The
students also acquire theoretical tools that can be generally applied for analyzing political and
military history from a gender perspective with a focus on men and masculinities.
Intended learning outcomes:
After completing the course, the student should be able to
− demonstrate good knowledge of the transformations of male citizenship in Western
Europe, circa 1750–1950, with an emphasis on nationalism, suffrage, conscription and
warfare
− compare and analyse constructions of political masculinity in different countries and
time periods
− account for central topics in historical research on the interactions between
masculinity and political as well as military developments
−
discuss, evaluate and apply central theories and concepts within historical research on
masculinities, especially within the realm of politics and war
Coursework
The coursework consists in seminars, literature studies as well as oral and written
assignments. A detailed course description will be available one month before the course
commences.

Readings
NB! Most readings are available as e-books or e-articles to logged-in users at Stockholm
University Library. Two books are recommended for purchase because they are
central to the coursework and not available as e-books: Dudink, Hagemann & Tosh
2004 (price ca 350 SEK) and Mosse 1990 (price ca 200 SEK).
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